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9:30am: Welcome and introductions     
Session Chair: Clare Bradford 
 
10:00am-12:00pm: Contemporary Girlhoods and Subjectivities   
 
Dawn Currie, University of British Columbia 
 
Girls, Texts, Culture: Looking Forward by Looking at Where We Have Been 
 
Abstract: Given the nature of this venue, my paper explores how a focus on “texts 
and culture” has shaped the emergence and growth of Girls’ Studies. What kinds of 
legacies does this focus reveal, and how does it continue to shape what it is possible 
to know? I engage in this reflection as a feminist committed to understanding how 
scholarship does not aim simply to understand girls’ experiences and behaviors, but 
also to enhance girls’ lives and their potentials. In keeping with this commitment, I 
will explore how girls’ subjectivities and agency have been theorized in relationship 
to how texts have been studied: as texts for girls, as texts about girls, and as texts by 
girls. As I will argue, it is not that these three approaches are mutually exclusive, but 
rather to recognize that each emphasis carries unique potential and limitations. 
Although this way of thinking follows my own trajectory as a scholar of Girls’ 
Studies, my purpose is to inspire collective reflection on our ongoing work. In an 
attempt to engage the audience, I will conclude with my thoughts on what Girls’ 
Studies – as itself constructing texts about girls – tells us about our relationship as 
“adult girls” to our scholarship. 
 
Bio: Dawn Currie obtained her PhD from the London School of Economics in 1988 
and is currently Professor of Sociology at University of British Columbia. She has 
always been committed to feminist sociology, and has been active in the Women’s 
Studies programme at UBC as well as her home department (as Chair of the 
Undergraduate Programme and currently as Graduate Advisor). Like many scholars 
aged ‘60 plus’ her interest in Girls’ Studies predates the emergence of girls as 
Subjects deemed worthy of scholarly attention. Her two most relevant books are: Girl 
Talk: Adolescent Magazines and their Readers (1999) and ‘Girl Power’: Girls 
Reinventing Girlhood with Deirdre Kelly and Shauna Pomerantz (2009). She is 
currently working with Deirdre Kelly on a SSHRCC-funded project that explores the 
potential use of popular media in the classroom as a venue to promote critical social 
literacy among youth. 
 
 
 
 
 



Kerry Mallan, Queensland University of Technology 
 
On Secrets, Lies, and Fiction: Girls learning the art of survival  
 
Abstract: Young people and adults know the power and the burden secrecy imposes. 
This paradox is often embodied in children’s literature. Children’s literature supports 
and challenges the discourses of Western humanism and morality in terms of its 
treatment of secrecy, deception, truth and truth-telling. The image of the veiled girl or 
woman is one which in Western discourses signifies oppression and subordination. 
However, veil narratives (such as the graphic novel Persepolis by Marja Satrapi, 
2003) raise issues about (dress) concealment (burqa, hijab), privacy, sacredness, 
protection and openness, from a different cultural perspective. Novels written in the 
form of a diary often use this traditionally feminine mode as a confessional and as a 
depository of secrets. The matter of truth and truthfulness is complicated further when 
fictions of escape from persecution or death require a subject to use secrecy and lies 
in order to survive. This paper considers how secrets and other forms of concealment 
and falisfication are often necessary for female survival. I argue that survival needs to 
be understood not simply in terms of coping but as a complex activity that negotiates 
silence, subjugation, and subjectivity. 
 
Bio: Kerry Mallan is a Professor in the Faculty of Education, at Queensland 
University of Technology, Australia. She has written extensively on children’s and 
young adult fiction with a particular research focus on gender and sexuality. Her most 
recent sole authored book is Gender Dilemmas in Children’s Fiction (2009). Her 
research extends into areas of youth cultures and young people’s use of new media 
technologies. Her edited book (with Sharyn Pearce) Youth Cultures: Texts, Images, 
and Identities (2003) won the International Research Society in Children’s Literature 
Honour Book. A new book co-edited with Clare Bradford entitled Engaging with 
Theory: Readings of Children’s Literature and Film is due for release in early 2011. 
Also with Clare Bradford, Kerry is the co-editor of the refereed journal Papers: 
Explorations into Children’s Literature. 
 

12:00pm-1:00pm: Lunch 
 
1:00pm-3:00pm: The Politics of Girlhood 
Session Chair: Sheila Batacharya 
 
Claudia Mitchell, McGill University 
 
Shifting the boundaries of knowledge in working with girls in Rwanda:  Making a 
case for the participatory archive in combating gender based violence 
 
Abstract: “What would it really mean to study the world from the standpoint of 
children [girls] both as knowers and as actors?”asks Ann Oakley ( 1994, 25)  Working 
with a collections of several hundred drawings produced by girls and young women in 
Rwanda as part of a project focusing on violence in and around schools, I look at the 
ways in which Huvilo’s (2008) idea of the participatory archive can be applied to 
 grassroots policy making. The paper frames the critical issue of gender violence in 
the lives of girls and young women, and then goes on to map out a pilot intervention 
that places the voices of girls at the centre of the interpretive process. 



 
Bio: Claudia Mitchell is a James McGill Professor in the Faculty of Education of 
McGill University, Montreal, Canada,  and an Honorary Professor  in the School of 
Language, Literacies, Media and Drama Education at the University of KwaZulu-
Natal in South Africa where she is a co-founder of the Centre for Visual 
Methodologies for Social Change.  Her research looks at youth and sexuality in the 
age of AIDS, children’s popular culture, rurality, girlhood, teacher identity, 
participatory visual and other arts-based methodologies,  and strategic areas of gender 
and HIV&AIDS in social development contexts in South Africa, the Gambia, 
Swaziland, Zambia, Rwanda,  Ethiopia and Russia. She serves as an advisor to a 
number of organizations including CIDA, UNICEF and the National Department of 
Education (South Africa). Currently she is a member of Plan’s advisory panel  for the 
‘Because I am a girl’ project.   Her recent books include Making Connections: Self-
study and social action (with K. Pithouse and R. Moletsane) and Teaching and 
HIV&AIDS (with K. Pithouse). She is the co-founder and co-editor of the award 
winning journal, Girlhood Studies: An Interdisciplinary Journal. 
 
Elizabeth Parsons, Deakin University 
 
Postfeminist Dystopias: Enhanced bodies as state power in YA fiction 
 
Abstract: Critiques of current trends extrapolated into future worst-case scenarios are 
common tropes in dystopian fiction. Dystopian fictions can expose the role of 
hegemonic power dynamics around the bodies of girls who function both as textual 
subjects and as objects of imagined futures at the extreme. Young adult trilogies like 
Scott Westerfield’s “Uglies” and Suzanne Collins’ “The Hunger Games” expose the 
socio-culturally constructed nature of beauty as a form of state power. They pit 
freedom of thought against the coercive weight of fashions inscribed on adolescent 
bodies and blur the oppressive function of a beauty myth across traditionally gendered 
divides. This paper employs Slavoj Zizek’s Lacanian analyses of culture, ideology 
and perversion to assess the implications of these new sexualized and embodied 
literary trends in teen fiction and interrogates their import for an implied audience of 
adolescent girls. 
 
Bio: Elizabeth Parsons is a senior lecturer in literary studies (children’s literature) at 
Deakin University, Melbourne Australia. Her research navigates children’s texts as 
mechanisms for the production of values, public pedagogies and ideologies. Her 
critical analyses of children’s and young adult’s narratives apply contemporary 
theories from sociology with an emphasis on the implications of individualization 
under risk society, consumer capitalism, gender studies and psychoanalysis. She 
publishes widely in the fields of children’s literature, literary and cultural studies. 
 

 
3:00pm-3:30pm: Afternoon tea 

 
 
 
 
 
 



3:30pm-4:30pm: Girls Performing    
Session Chair: Catherine Tosenberger 
 
Pamela Knights, Durham University 
 
Still Centre Stage?: Reframing Girls' Culture in New Generation Fictions of 
Performance 
 
Abstract: From the 1930s, fictions of artistic performance have placed girls' culture 
at the centre of significant narratives. Even with ever-changing and complex 
variations, this enduring genre has consistently figured girls in key roles: as self-
fashioning, disciplined practitioners of their art (ballet, music or drama); as 
transmitters of precious cultural traditions; and as ambassadors for fresh agendas, 
regionally, nationally and globally. Over the last decade, however, increasing 
numbers of books, targeted at (ever younger) girl readers, have been reorienting long-
established generic elements: some replace stories of girls' aspiration and craft with 
plots of magical transformation; others eliminate girls, recasting the narratives with 
animal artists in the spotlight. This paper, taking ballet as its focus, will inquire how 
far this new generation of fictions delimit and erase girls' agency. Particular attention 
will be paid to recent mass-marketed series for very young girls, and at selected 
picture books. 
 
Bio: Pamela Knights is Senior Lecturer in the Department of English Studies at 
Durham University, UK. She has recently served as board member and secretary of 
the International Research Society in Children’s Literature (IRSCL), and was 
founding Executive Editor for the new IRSCL journal, International Research in 
Children’s Literature (EUP). As holder of a National Teaching Fellowship award, she 
has been involved in various UK Higher Education projects focused on children’s 
literature and young people’s culture. Her teaching and research encompass 
Children’s Literature and American Fiction, and recent publications include The 
Cambridge Introduction to Edith Wharton (2009); Edith Wharton’s The House of 
Mirth (with Janet Beer and Elizabeth Nolan); and essays on girls’ and young women’s 
culture in The Cambridge Companion to Kate Chopin and the Edith Wharton Review. 
She has also published essays on a range of children’s writers, from L. M. Alcott to 
Lois Lowry; and her editions of late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century authors 
include Kate Chopin’s The Awakening and Other Stories for Oxford World’s 
Classics, R.D. Blackmore’s Lorna Doone, and selected novels by Wharton. She is 
currently working on a book, Reading Ballet and Performance Narratives for 
Children: Critical Moves, in the series Critical Approaches to Children’s Literature, 
edited by Kerry Mallan and Clare Bradford. 
 
Kabita Chakraborty, University of Melbourne 
 
Bollywood Dance and the “Good Muslim Girl” 
 
Abstract: In this presentation I explore what it means to be a “good Muslim girl” in 
the conservative bustees (urban slums) of Kolkata, and how young Muslim women 
challenge this normative construction of girlhood through their participation in 
Bollywood dance culture. 



Drawing on a series of photo-essays, I begin the presentation by describing what it 
means to be a “good Muslim girl” in the conservative bustees. This exploration 
reveals that girlhoods are understood to be a linear process, and young women are 
governed by social regulations that limit their freedoms to pursue alternative 
femininities. By using the theoretical framework of individualisation and risk (Beck 
1992; Giddens 1991; Beck & Beck-Grensheim 2002) the presentation then explores 
how and why young women in the bustees use Bollywood culture to pursue 
Bollywood inspired dance identities. Through their involvement in a locally organised 
cultural show, I describe how young Muslim women negotiate a variety of social risks 
to pursue their dance desires. I detail the internal and external risks that young women 
negotiate in their relationship with Bollywood, and demonstrate that risk is a defining 
characteristic of Bollywood consumption.  
 
Throughout this presentation I argue that although globalisation in India has altered 
youth culture and the lifecourses of young people, the pursuit of a Bollywood inspired 
biography by young women still publicly supports the traditional norms of a 
conservative Muslim patriarchy. I show that young women are not overtly challenging 
the normative discourses of gender arrangements, religious identities and family 
values in their pursuit of Bollywood dance. Rather, they assume a more subtle form of 
resistance, opposing from within a “third space” (Bhabha 1991) the hegemonic views 
of who they should be and how they should live. 
 
Bio: Kabita Chakraborty is a research fellow at the University of Melbourne, 
School of Population Health. Her research interests include qualitative methods (yoga, 
photography, film), participatory methodologies, children’s rights, sexual identity and 
experience, and Indian popular culture. She works predominantly with young people 
living in the urban slums (bustees) of India, focusing on the changing lives of Muslim 
youth in a rapidly modernizing world. Her recent work explores the sexual identities 
of young Muslim men in marginalized communities, and how these identities intersect 
with a globalizing Islam. Dr. Chakraborty’s upcoming book Young Muslim Women in 
India: Bollywood, Identity and Changing Lives will be published by Routledge, in 
2011.   
 

 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 16, 2010 

 
 
9:00am-11:00am: Girls and National Inflexions    
Session Chair: Heather Snell 
 
Marnina Gonick, Mount Saint Vincent University 
 
Our Canadian Girl: Gender, Race and National Identity in Fiction for Girls 
 
Abstract: In this paper I critically analyze the series “Our Canadian Girl” (Penguin), 
an historical fiction series for elementary and middle school girls, with each book 
telling the story of a girl living in a different time and geographical location. I ask 
what kinds of gendered national identities these texts produce; how the Canadian 
subject and nation is imagined through these characters and the dilemmas they 
encounter. I discuss the postmodern subject positions created for girls in the 2000s 



through identification with the historical girl characters. I analyze the stories for their 
production of relationships between history, memory, language, and landscape, and 
their imaginings of a Canadian nation and individual and collective identities. I 
discuss how the stories use different historical times to address present-day local 
needs, desires and imaginaries and how the historical local is used to address 
questions of gender and the nation in a time of intense globalization. 
 
Bio: Marnina Gonick is Canada Research Chair in Gender at Mount St Vincent 
University, Halifax, Nova Scotia. She is the author of Between Femininities: Identity, 
Ambivalence and the Education of Girls published by SUNY Press in 2003.  She is 
also the co-author of Young Femininity: Girlhood, Power and Social Change 
published by Palgrave in 2004.  Her articles have been published in journals such as 
Feminist Media Studies,  Gender and Education, Girlhood Studies and Feminism and 
Psychology. 
 
Michelle Smith, Deakin University 
 
Wild Australian Girls? The Mythology of Colonial Femininity in British Print 
Culture, 1880-1925 
 
Abstract: Though the print cultures of Australia, Canada and New Zealand were 
emergent in the late nineteenth century, British fiction about colonial girls was 
prevalent and widely read by both British and colonial girls. In this paper, I consider 
how British writers, most of whom had never left home soil, conceptualised 
Australian girlhood in popular girls’ magazines and novels published in England. The 
kind of femininity depicted was not an attempted reflection of any reality, nor was it  
part of the early formulations of distinct colonial femininities in Australia’s own print 
culture. I interrogate how these British texts elucidate imagined differentiations 
between English girls and Australian girls that mythologise colonial femininity. While 
they seek to venerate the stoic qualities of the white colonial girl, presenting her as an 
admirable representative of the British Empire, these fictions nevertheless champion 
English femininity as the only appropriate model for girls within Britain. 
 
Bio: Michelle Smith is an Associate Lecturer in Literary Studies at Deakin 
University and also teaches at the University of Melbourne. Her primary area of 
expertise is girlhood and empire in late Victorian and Edwardian print culture. 
Michelle’s monograph on this topic, Empire in British Girls' Literature and Culture: 
Imperial Girls, 1880-1915, is forthcoming with Palgrave Macmillan in 2011. She has 
published articles on girls' genre fiction, including adventure novels, school stories 
and “girl Crusoe” narratives, the Girl’s Own Paper, E. Nesbit's Psammead trilogy, 
and the Girl Guide movement. She has also written on modern femininity and race in 
early New Zealand film and made an uncharacteristic detour into masculinity and 
American fiction in a forthcoming article on Tarzan of the Apes and Darwinism. Her 
current projects include a history of Girl Guiding and an examination of Australian 
colonial girlhood. Michelle blogs at www.girlsliterature.com. 

 
11:00am-11:30am: Morning Tea 

 
 
 



11:30am-1.30pm: Ways of Thinking about Girls’ Sexuality  
Session Chair: Naomi Hamer 
 
Sara McClelland, University of Michigan 
 
Imagining satisfaction: Girls’ and young women’s sexual expectations and a 
psychology of deservingness 
 
Abstract: In this paper, I discuss findings from a recent study on young women’s 
sexual satisfaction which uses an intimate justice framework (McClelland, 2010). 
Intimate justice describes how proximal and distal experiences of inequity impact 
individuals’ sexual and relational well-being. This theoretical framework also 
concerns the development of entitlement to justice in the intimate domain – including 
both freedom from harm and coercion, as well as experiences of pleasure and 
satisfaction. In other words, intimate injustice focuses our attention on how social and 
political inequities impact intimate experiences, affecting how individuals imagine, 
behave, and evaluate their intimate lives. I present considerations for how intimate 
justice can guide methodological decisions in relational and sexuality research, 
especially for young women as they develop expectations about their sexual lives. I 
propose a set of methodologies that allow for further investigation into the psychology 
of what girls and young women imagine as possible within the their sexual lives. 
Without attention to what young people believe they deserve, empirical research in 
this field will not accurately reflect diminished expectations that take root early in life 
and continue to affect sexual experiences and outcomes throughout the life span. 
 
Bio: Sara McClelland is Assistant Professor of Psychology and Women’s Studies 
and a Post-Doctoral Scholar in the Michigan Society of Fellows at the University of 
Michigan. Her research focuses on the links between sexual health, psychological 
research methods, and issues of social justice. Her work has appeared in Harvard 
Educational Review, Emory Law Journal, and Social and Personality Psychology 
Compass and is forthcoming in the Journal of Research on Adolescence and the 
Handbook of Health Psychology. Current research involves developing new 
methodological approaches to studies of sexual well-being across the life span with a 
focus on how social marginalization due to age, gender, race/ethnicity, class, and/or 
sexual orientation affect individual and group-level experience of sexual health. In 
addition, she is co-investigator on a National Institutes of Health study investigating 
female sexual quality of life after cancer. She received her Ph.D. in Social/Personality 
Psychology from The Graduate Center, City University of New York. 
 
Elizabeth Bullen, Deakin University 
 
Envy and disgust: The role of class and consumerism in the affective regulation of girl 
sexual desire  
 
Abstract: Attending to consumer capitalism’s commodification of girls’ desire, Anita 
Harris (2005) argues that whereas discourses of violence, victimization and morality 
were traditionally used to regulate girl sexuality, it is now governed by a “public 
discourse of desire,” which is just as disciplinary. The aim of my paper is to 
investigate the intersections between the contemporary commodification of girl 
sexuality and the disciplinarity of female respectability.  I focus on Julie Burchill’s 



Sweet (2007) and Grace Dent’s Diary of a Chav (2007), novels that ostensibly answer 
back to the elitism and glamour of popular young adult chick lit like the Gossip Girl 
series. Contextualized by notions of envy and disgust, my paper speculates on the 
affective role of class and consumerism in regard to the subject positions these novels 
offer readers. As such, I consider how they function as a modality for the on-going 
regulation of girl sexuality and desire. 
 
Bio: Elizabeth Bullen is a Senior Lecturer in Literary Studies at Deakin University, 
Australia. Publishing in the fields of Children’s Literature, the Sociology of Education 
and the Cultural Studies of Education, her research on girls’ texts and cultures focuses 
predominantly on the intersections of gender, class and consumerism. Two recent 
articles examine advertising pedagogies to show how young women and girls are 
made subject to, and abject by, a consumerist quest for perfect skin. A current 
research interest is the representation of girl sexuality in the teen chick lit novel. She 
will develop this research in 2011 when she will be a visiting scholar at the McGill 
Institute for Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist Studies and the Center for the Study of 
Gender and Sexuality at New York University. 
 

1:30pm-2:30pm: Lunch 
 
2:30-4:30pm: Cultural Imperatives and Texts for Girls    
Session Chair: charlie peters 
 
Mavis Reimer, University of Winnipeg 
 
A Discourse of Interruption: The Uses of Victorian Girls’ Books for Suffragette 
Politics 
 
Abstract: The effectiveness of suffragette rhetoric in persuading late-Victorian girls 
and women to take up activist, even militant, public political lives has been an 
important focus of the international study of suffrage campaigns. Various rhetorical 
strategies have been identified, which, taken together, constitute what Jane Marcus 
has characterised as a discourse of interruption. I consider two strategies that have not 
been discussed by feminist historians and theorists to date, which, I argue, Evelyn 
Sharp (a suffragette twice imprisoned for her political activism) borrowed from late-
Victorian girls' books for her political writing in Votes for Women. These strategies I 
identify as "the auntly voice" and "the innocent eye," the coupling of an experienced 
narrator with an inexperienced focalizer. I look at the evidence of Sharp's familiarity 
with L.T. Meade's girls' books and at Sharp's early writing experiments, to ask how 
this understanding of the political uses of late-Victorian girls' books might change the 
way in which we study them. 
 
Bio: Mavis Reimer is Canada Research Chair in the Culture of Childhood at the 
University of Winnipeg, where she directs the activities of the Centre for Research in 
Young People's Texts and Cultures (http://crytc.uwinnipeg.ca) and teaches in the 
Department of English. She is author of more than twenty journal articles and book 
chapters; co-author, with Perry Nodelman, of The Pleasures of Children's Literature 
(3rd ed., 2003), which has been translated into Traditional Chinese (2009); and editor 
of two collections of scholarly essays, most recently Home Words: Discourses of 
Children's Literature in Canada (2008). She is the lead Editor of Jeunesse: Young 



People, Texts, Cultures (http://jeunessejournal.ca), a journal that publishes research, 
scholarship, and essays on texts by, for, and about young people. In all of her 
research, she is interested in the politics of the representation and production of young 
people in culture. Her current research projects focus on two contexts, late-nineteenth-
century children's literature of Empire, and contemporary texts for and about young 
people featuring homeless kids. 
 
Kristine Moruzi, University of Alberta 
 
'Doing their bit': The Great War and Coming of Age in Colonial Girls' Fiction 
 
Abstract: This paper will compare two colonial writers for girls to show how girls’ 
wartime experiences are pivotal to their coming of age. Drawing on the examples of 
Norah from Mary Grant Bruce’s Billabong series and Rilla from L.M. Montgomery’s 
Anne of Green Gables series, I will show how their wartime experiences are 
fundamental to their maturity and development as young adults. At the same time, 
their emergence into adulthood reflect both young nations’ development and 
definition as independent nations in the post-war years. Moreover, their maturity into 
adulthood is designed to encourage their somewhat paradoxical development as both 
members of the Empire and of independent young nations. Canadian and Australian 
colonial identity becomes focalised through wartime experiences as it facilitates the 
growth and maturity of the protagonists into adulthood. 
 
Bio: Kristine Moruzi is a Grant Notley Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of 
English and Film Studies at the University of Alberta, where she is examining 
representations of girlhood in Canadian children's literature between 1840 and 1940. 
This project builds on her dissertation, “Girls of the Period: Constructing Girlhood in 
the Periodical Press, 1850-1915,” which she completed at the University of 
Melbourne and which is forthcoming from Ashgate Press. Refereed publications 
based on her research have appeared in Children’s Literature Association Quarterly, 
Australian Journal of Victorian Studies, Women’s Writing, and an edited collection on 
Antifeminism and the Victorian Novel: Rereading Nineteenth-Century Women 
Writers. She also has forthcoming articles on girls’ emigration to the colonies and the 
postfeminist possibilities of Bella in the Twilight series. With Michelle Smith, she has 
co-authored an article on ambivalent attitudes towards girls’ employment in the Girl’s 
Own Paper, forthcoming in Victorian Periodicals Review. 
 
7:30pm: Conference dinner  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUNDAY OCTOBER 17, 2010 
 
 
9:00am-11:00am: Girls Then and Now    
Session Chair: Doris Wolf 
 
 Jacqueline Reid-Walsh, Pennsylvania State University 
 
18th and 19th century moveable books for girls as pictorial conduct books 
 
Abstract: In the 18th century the conduct book was a popular form of advice directed 
towards young women and influential writers included the Rev. Fordyce and Dr. 
Gregory. The intended audience was young, middle class women about to “enter 
society.” Contemporary novelists such as Frances Burney and Jane Austen examined 
many of these issues in fictional form. This paper explores how ideas for proper 
conduct were relayed to younger girl readers by examining two types of interactive 
bimedial texts for young readers:  late 18th century flap books and early 19th century 
paper doll books. These are both examples of moveable books. In order to understand 
the text the reader engaged in several activities: reading the words, looking at the 
images, and moving the components to the extent that they become “interactors.” 
Comparison will be drawn between these early didactic paper media and 
contemporary digital media for young girls such as websites. 
 
Bio: Jacqueline Reid-Walsh (Ph.D. McGill University) is Associate Professor of 
Education, Language and Literacy Education and Women’s Studies at Penn State 
University. Her research interests include historical children's literature and culture, 
children's and youth popular culture, comparative media literacy and girlhood studies. 
A literary historian working with theoretical lenses drawn from cultural studies, 
children's studies and feminist studies, she has written a number of articles and book 
chapters. She as also co-edited and co-authored several books, her most recent book 
being Girl Culture: An Encyclopedia (2008). As well, she is a founding editor of an 
award winning journal Girlhood Studies: An Interdisciplinary Journal (2008--). 
 
Sandrina de Finney, University of Victoria 
 
Drunken girl/warrior girl: Indigenous girls negotiate girlhood under neo-colonialism 
 
Abstract: In this presentation, I apply an intersectional gender analysis to Indigenous 
girls’ practices of subject making to examine how discourses of Indigeneity, 
Aboriginality, multiculturalism and Canadianness create and constrain possibilities 
for complex representations of Indigenous girlhood. Nuanced representations of 
Indigenous girls remain largely invisible in contemporary girlhood studies, in popular 
culture, in Canadian research and policy related to Aboriginal people and 
multiculturalism, in Aboriginal nationalism struggles, and in everyday spheres such as 
public spaces, schools, and social services. Indigenous girls are also under-
represented in feminist debates about hybrid, diasporic and migrant subject formation. 
This erasure persists despite Indigenous girls’ increased mixing/Metis-ness and 
multiple national affiliations, migration across rural/urban borders, and 
disenfranchisement from their home communities due to colonial policies targeting 
Aboriginal women.    



 
My discussion focuses on how these multiple erasures take hold under contemporary 
neocolonial formations in Canadian cities. I draw on over eight years of participatory 
action research studies with/by Indigenous girls, utilizing diverse methods 
(photography, theatre, focus groups, journals, etc.). The studies were held in Victoria, 
a predominantly Euro-Western colonial port often characterized as “Canada’s Little 
England.” The research explores how Indigenous girls negotiate and resist colonial 
constructions of Indigenous girlhood such as the “Indian princess”, the “dirty squaw”, 
the “warrior healer”, the “drunken Indian” and the “vanished race.” I show how state 
policies (i.e., the Indian Act), programming targeting “at risk” girls, and Aboriginal 
nationalisms that enforce girls’ purity and allegiance to the nation, all serve to manage 
and reduce Indigenous girls in problematic ways. Study findings emphasise that girls’ 
everyday negotiations of dominant whiteness and Indigeneity, while largely under-
researched, have much to contribute to girlhood research, practice, and policy. 
 
Bio: Sandrina de Finney is an Assistant Professor in the School of Child and Youth 
Care, Faculty of Human and Social Development, University of Victoria (Victoria, 
British Columbia, Canada). Her current research and publications interrogate 
racialized girlhoods and girls’ practices of subject formation, engagement, and 
resistance in neocolonial contexts. Dr. de Finney's research is rooted in engaged, 
action-centred, multimedia methodologies including popular theatre, photovoice, 
textile arts, and digital media to support community-based research and social action 
by and for racialized girls and women. She is also the research advisor for the 
Indigenous Child Welfare Research Network (ICWRN), where she provides 
consultation and training related to revisioning child and family social services in 
Indigenous communities. 
 

 
11:00am-11:30am: Morning Tea 

 
 
11:30am-1:30pm: Cross-Media and Digital Girls 
Session Chair: Karen Boyd 
 
Stephanie Fisher, York University 
 
“That’s Ms. Pitt to You”: Girls and Gaming Texts 
 
Abstract: Previously viewed as a hobby only pursued by, and suitable for, teenaged 
boys, video games are exploding in presence and popularity with the constant release 
of new genres (mobile, social networking games), peripherals (Wiimote, instruments), 
and devices (iPhone), helping to spread gaming culture. But despite these recent 
industry-wide initiatives to level the playing field and attract new types of players (i.e. 
girls and women), video game culture, and computing culture in general, continues to 
be a realm of male dominance in numerous ways. In thie context of gaming culture, 
which is still very much directed and populated by males, what are the experiences of 
girls? How is girlhood experienced and constructed in (technological) spaces where 
they are marginalized members? Drawing on research conducted over the past two 
years at a school-based gaming club in Toronto, Canada, this presentation highlights 
some of the ways in which pre-teen/teenage girls use in-game texts (here broadly 



defined as something within a game that can be read) to position themselves and 
negotiate identities within gaming spaces. Starting with a discussion about the 
different types of texts in digital games, I will then use examples from the field to 
show how players (ab)use these “gaming texts” to construct identity, negotiate 
power/position within constructed hierarchies, and perform gendered play in both a 
typical social context and then a space designed to celebrate and enfranchise girls’ 
right to access gaming culture. Researching, working and playing with this group of 
girls over several months has allowed us to pilot environments that support and enable 
girls’ development of gaming expertise, and thus disrupt traditional notions of 
“what/how girls like to play.” We have also seen the different ways game-related 
expertise is enacted, what it affords, and what this might mean for girls growing up in 
a world where digital games are becoming increasingly more pervasive. 
 
Bio: Stephanie Fisher is an incoming PhD student in York University’s Faculty of 
Education and holds a Master’s from the same institution. Over the past four years she 
has worked with Dr. Jennifer Jenson (York) and Dr. Suzanne de Castell (SFU), 
running several school-based video games clubs to examine the relationship between 
gender and play – specifically what, how and under what conditions do girls/women 
play games. By piloting differently designed play environments in their first 
ethnographic study (2004-2007), the researchers demonstrated how previous gender 
& gaming research had conflated facts about gendered play with relative skill level 
(Jenson & de Castell, 2008). In response to this finding, their new study (2008-2011) 
is currently investigating what kinds of play and play performances are enabled by 
alternative contexts and controllers, and how/in what ways does this alter oft-reported 
activities and patterns of gender and play. 
 
Naomi Hamer, University of Winnipeg 
 
Reading tween franchises: the cross-media texts and literacies of preadolescent girls 
 
Abstract: Tween girls, preadolescent females between the ages of 8 and 12, 
constitute a heavily targeted niche for cross-media franchises that include: film and 
television adaptations, music albums, video games, clothing, and other merchandise. 
In this context, representations are adapted across various media forms and responses 
to these texts involve diverse media. Moreover, tween franchises often involve digital 
fan cultures that expand upon texts. This paper explores the significance of these 
cross-media practices in the texts and literacies of preadolescent girls. Using The 
Chronicles of Narnia, Mary-Kate and Ashley, and Hannah Montana as case studies, 
the analysis focuses on how producers and consumers negotiate intersecting, and 
often contradictory, discourses of tween girlhood through multimodal design and 
cross-media play. Through examination of texts, digital cultures, and audience 
responses (collected in Canada and the UK), the paper raises challenging questions 
around the agency of tween girls in the context of cross-media franchises. 

Bio: Naomi Hamer is Assistant Professor in the Department of English at the 
University of Winnipeg. Her doctoral research, at the Centre for Children, Youth and 
Media, University of London, applies an interdisciplinary framework to examine the 
role of cross-media franchising and digital cultures in the texts and reading practices 
of ‘tween’ girls. Naomi’s interest in children’s texts and cultures is rooted in her 
background as a drama, creative arts and writing instructor for children and 



adolescents in schools, libraries and recreational settings. Her publications focus on 
cross-media adaptation and franchising of children’s books (to film, graphic novels, 
stage plays and plush toys etc.) for a mix of both adult and child readers, audiences 
and fan cultures, as well as questions relating to gender and sexuality in texts for 
children and young people. 

 
1:30pm-2:30pm: Lunch 

 
 

2:30pm-3:30pm: Pre-Modernity and Modern Girls 
Session Chair: Mavis Reimer 
 
Clare Bradford, Deakin University  
 
Archaic signifiers: Contemporary medievalisms in texts for and about girls 
 
Abstract: As Aranya Fradenburg notes, “our moment is characterized by a veritable 
explosion of archaic signifiers” (2009:89). Many such signifiers – fairies, gothic 
elements, medieval settings, magic – manifest in contemporary medievalist texts for 
and about girls and young women. This paper considers how contemporary texts use 
the Middle Ages to propose ideas and values relating to girls – their identities, their 
sexualities, relations between girls and structures of power and authority. I frame my 
discussion with reference to the concepts of temporality which always attend 
references to the medieval, and to the shifting and complex nature of negotiations 
between modernity and the pre-modern in texts for and about girls and young women. 
 
Bio: Clare Bradford is a Professor in the Faculty of Arts and Education on the 
Melbourne campus of Deakin University, Australia. Much of her research has centred 
on postcolonial readings of children’s texts, resulting in Reading Race: Aboriginality 
and Australian Children’s Literature (2001), which won both the Children’s 
Literature Association Award and the Book Award of the International Research 
Society for Children’s Literature, and Unsettling Narratives: Postcolonial Readings of 
Children’s Literature (2007), which was named an Honour Book by the Children’s 
Literature Association. With Kerry Mallan, John Stephens and Robyn McCallum she 
published New World Orders in Contemporary Children’s Literature: Utopian 
Transformations (2008). In 2009 the Trudeau Foundation awarded Clare the first 
Visiting Trudeau Fellowship, and in 2010 she is teaching and conducting research at 
the University of Winnipeg. She is currently President of the International Research 
Society for Children’s Literature. 
 
3:30pm-4:00pm: Looking forward 
 
Mavis Reimer and Clare Bradford 
 
 
 
 
 
 


